[Is evidence-based medicine useful for public health?].
Evidence-based medicine is a fashionable topic although the discussions is open regarding whether it has any practical interest for daily medical practice or public health policy. One needs therefore to focus on the way evidence-based medicine can improve matters for physicians, but also on some serious challenges facing health professionals. Upon close examination, it appears that evidence-based medicine provides us with concepts and methods likely to be useful in three directions: improvement of the health care decision-making process, reinforcement of professional accountability dedicated to the promotion of human rights, implementation of fair health policy regulations taking into account the intricate relationships between participants dealing with individual or community oriented interventions. When facing these challenges, evidence-based medicine certainly deserves further attention in the field of community and public health.